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SOUTHERNERS CAM LEAVE SUCH & STHUCTURE 1N YEAR-
round, but those of us thae live incold chimates have had
to endure twio awful pobs; putting the dock in the warer
in spring and then caking it out before frecze-up. The
tasks are about as appealing—and as much fun—as get-
g your gums scraped,

But the FIELD & STREAM boar dock can change all
that, It's been designed to be strong, stable, and roomy
enough for a couple of anglers to fish off the end; best
of all, the dock can be easily installed or removed by one
person. Although no two bodies of water (or their shore-
lines) are alike, tye design and construction principles of
our dock can be applied to virmally any lake, pond, or
mver achoss the country,

Dock Basics

The kength of a dock depends on location, water depth,
shoreline, and boar length. Our dock is 42 feet long
becawse the warmwater lake it sits in has a gradually slop-
ing, shallow botrem with a water depth of only 3 feet—
even 40 feet from shore, The straight portion of tee dock
consists of several 92-inch sections bolted rogether. You
can add or remove sections and shorten or increase leg
length vo suir the requirements of vour location, Dur
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desck has a dightly wider section thar takes a left twm at
the end o increase overall stability, The L-shape also
allows roam for two anglers 1o sit on the 4-foot dock-
mounted bench we installed, Becavse many arcas limir a
dock’s length, consult local zoning ordinances before
youi s1art building.

How you anchor the dock depends on the shoreline,
We mounted our dock to an 8-foot by 12-foot deck,
anchored in front by concrere pices. The back of the deck
rests on large rocks that were set naturally deep inmo the
shareling, To make the picrs, we dug two 42-inch-deep
hobes ar the water’s edge, slipped 8-inch-diamerer card-
board construction tubes into the holes, and flled them
with concrete, Four 48-inch-long reinforcing rods
tapped into the wet concrete, flush with the tops of cach
picr, added strength. Four-inch-square anchaors set into
the wet conorete allow the deck stringers to be fastened
to the piers with galvanized screws,

A well-maintzined dock should last 40 vears or more,
Key vo thar longevity, however, is the hardware system.
Hardware is also an important facror when it comes
to case of removal and installation. We chose RDS
dock hardware from Quality Castings of New Hamp-
shire (B00-834-1943}, RDS makes complete hardware
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An easy way to
build a personal
place on the
water.
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systems for floating and statonary docks. The system
we selected emplovs heavy cast-aluminum side brackets
that connect dock sections wogether. The brackets also
hold 1¥%-inch-diameter galvanized water pipes, which
serve as dock legs. A single stainless-stee] bolt (supplied
with bracket) clamps the leg to the bracket, which
makes installing and leveling dock sections a one-man
operation,

Because our lake has a soft, sandy botom, we
selected RIDS's 10-inch-diameter bases, You drop the
leg through the base, then drive the leg 18 inches into
the bottom before clamping the base to the leg so it
rests on the bottom. This makes for an extremely sta-
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ble, level installaticon because the base prevents the
leg from sinking farther into the bottom during the
season. RS also makes spike bases thar can be dri-
ven into hard bottoms or placed between rocks. A
malleable cast-iron drive cap from RDS fits over the
tap of the pipe o prevent damage when the pipe is
being hammer-driven into the lake bowom, After dri-
ving, an aluminum teim cap finishes off the top of each
leg. RI}S comer brackets fasten the dock to the deck
and also support the inside corner of the end section.
For greater ease of operation, we constructed the dock
tread sections to be casly removable from the stringer
sections. This allows the stringers to be carried into the
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A DOCK
OF YOUR
OWN

lake, bolted together, and lev-
cled by one person. Then the
treads can be installed one sec-
tion after the other by wieel-
ing them into place using a
hand truck. To remove the
dock, you simply reverse the
process and stack the soringer
and tread seetions on the deck
o a level surface for the winger,

Both the deck and dock
stringers are constructed with

peessupe-treated pao-by-sines.  Dock sections

The deck surface, dock  are constructed
treads, and wread stringers are  boforaband and
made from 5/4 Thomp- can be instaliod
sonized decking, 2 new kind  and removed
of lumber that is pressure:  coslly,

preared  with Thompson®s

water seal as well as the standard chromivm copper
arsemare, The warer seal helps maintain appearance and
reduces weather checking, Thompsonized decking is
available ar Home Depor.

it All
To butld the dock, you'll need a cordless dnll “driver,
chop saw, mini-sledgehammer, combination wrench ser,
sockers, Allen wrenches, and dnll bits. Begin construc-
won by building a deck or suitable anchor placement 1o
mount the dock. Next, construct the Fiale nLm-
ber of 92-inch stringer sections for vour dock by fasten-
ing the rwo-by-six sides o the ends with 3-inch '
screws. After squaring cach section, fasten the 5-inc
gusscts, made from two-by-six serap, ingo cach corner
af the section.

The 133-inch end stringer section is constructed in
the same manner as the straight section, except an
additional seringer is screwed in ar the center 1o give
cxtra support to the wider dock treads, Braces
mounted berween stringers keep the coneer stringer
from twisting, over time,

T make the dock treads, begin by cuttng all treads
and tread stringers to the proper length, then fasten the
formier to the larter with 1%-inch galvanized screws.
Becanse the dock treacds are screwed to the tread stringers
from underneath, there are no visible screw hieads on the

in the swim

tread surface. This reduces splintering, improves appear-
ance, and increases the bife of the treads considerably.

Affter the stringers and treads are constracied, you can
innstall the dock. Begin by installing the first stn see-
man b the shoreline anchor. If you're anchoning the dock
w2 deck, mount the RIS cormer brackets o the from
of the dock by through-bolting cach bracket wath a
S-inch bolc. RS recommends using staindess-seee] Bas-
teners to reduce thread corrosmon. However, we used gal-
vanized fasteners because they cost so much less. To
reduce the chanee of thread corrosion, we coated the
threads with Permatex anti-seize compound, available at
Autor parts LIorcs,

Nexr, bolr side brackets to the front end of dhe first
stringer scetion with 3-inch balts. Set the first stringer
on the ledges of the dock-mounted cormer brackers and
secure with 3-lnch bolts. Then move to the front of
the stringer and slip two legs into the side bracket holes
and through the bases. Uang the KDS dove cap and
mini-sledgehammer, drive each leg into the lake bot-
tom. Level the seringer side-ro-side and froone-to-back
usang a carpenter’s level before clamping the brackets o
the legs. Inseall additional stringers by repeating the
above procedures,

To inseall the dock reads, begin by dropping the frst
tread section anto the siringer closest to shore. Then
install successive strimgers usang the hand wruck. =
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L. The dock projecis off & permbnem shoneling deck, affoed on B-nch-diameter concrete
piors. 2. Dock stringer asssmblies are made rigid with trisngular gussets scrawed inbo
onch comer, 3. Thir first Oock sringer is aTiachd b the deck with oo legmount brack:
wlg. 4. Dock pipe legs ane driven approximately 1% fot into the boftcm. An inon cap pre-
venls damage 1o the 1op of the pipe. 5. The sirinper seclicns are leveled beforne 1he
biaf-miaanil Beils are tighbened. &. Large foobpads, which are fastened 10 the pipe ags, poe-
weril the legs from Sinking tarikar iAo 1he Dottom during use. 7. Scrowing dook tread
saringers 1o the dock tneads from underneath hides screw heads and reduses spliniering, &
Dnple; trend sectiong ang instolked eatiy and cim be remdaved during winter.

materials us:

Lumber Required
Guantity Item description Cost per unit
54 Edootlong 5/4 x & for treads and tread stringers  $6.25
16 Hlootdong 2 X% 6 lor dock Sthingers £7.25
3 12-foctlong 2 x & for end dock stringers £9.75
Handware Reguirod
Quantity  Mem desoription Cost per unit
a8 10-footdong 1'%-inch-diametar water pipas £33.00
15 1%-inch-diameter RDS plpe caps $3.98
16 1¥Hnch-dismeter RDS pipe bases 22100
1 RDS leg diive cap $9.00
3 1%-inch-dismetar RDS comer brackata 21700
13 1 Y-inch-diametar RDS straight brackets £17.00
2 Y16 x B-inch bolts .60
34 %16 x 3-inch balis £.40
as Yeinch flat washers 04
k] Yednch lock washers . .04
36 einch nuts 308
¥ b, 1%-inch galvanized deck screws £4.15% per ib,
4 b, Zinch galvanized deck screws 54 .50 per b,
1 RDS dock bench (brackets provided: 50,00
addilional hasdwars requined included In this list)
1 can Farmatex anthsaize compound 28,00

TOTAL COSTS: Lumber: S483.75: Hardware: 51,030,259

Grand Total: $1,513.04

Jwly 3000 E!'Eﬁ.}rl - F7



